OF  THE 


NATIONAL  VACCINE  ESTABLISHMENT; 

Dated  25  May  1814. 


TO  THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

LORD  VISCOUNT  SIDMOUTH, 

PRINCIPAL  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT, 

& c.  &c.  & c. 


National  Vaccine  Establishment, 
Leicester  Square,  25th  May  1814. 

MY  LORD, 

THE  Board  of  the  National  Vaccine  Establishment  has  the  honour  to  report 
to  Your  Lordship,  That  the  public  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  Vaccina- 
tion, continues  to  extend  through  every  part  of  the  World,  and  the  Mortality 
from  Small  Pox  to  decrease  in  the  same  proportion.  During  the  year  1813,  the 
number  of  persons  vaccinated  at  the  Nine  Stations  appointed  under  the  autho- 
rity of  this  Board,  was  4,274 ; and  some  addition  to  this  number  may  be  expected 
in  the  current  year,  from  the  late  establishment  of  three  new  Stations.  The 
attention  of  the  Board  has  been  particularly  directed  to  the  distribution  of 
Vaccine  Lymph,  and  25,394  charges  of  it  have  been  furnished  to  the  Public : 
it  has  happened  not  infrequently  that  the  genuine  matter  has  been  lost  in  a whole 
district,  and  that  the  supply  thus  afforded  has  reproduced  the  infection,  and 
checked  the  Small  Pox,  which  has  been  threatening  to  extend  its  ravages. 

The  principal  Station  has  also  served  as  a School  for  the  practice  of  Vaccina- 
tion; and,  since  its  first  establishment,  nearly  500  Surgeons  have  been  instructed 
in  the  best  modes  of  performing  it,  and  have  been  enabled  to  introduce  it  in  the 
most  advantageous  manner  into  the  different  parts  of  the  British  Empire,  through 
which  they  have  been  dispersed.  In  London,  the  deaths  from  Small  Pox  have 
been  Sg8,  which  is  less  than  three-fourths  of  the  mortality  of  the  preceding  year, 
though  still  somewhat  greater  than  in  1811. 

According  to  official  communications  from  the  Medical  Colleges  of  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  and  Dublin,  and  from  other  numerous  correspondents,  it  appears,  that 
the  benefits  of  Vaccination  have  continued  to  be  diffused  throughout  the  civilized 
world.  T rie  Governors  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  @f  Ceylon,  by  the 
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humane  regulations  which  they  have  adopted,  have  totally  extinguished  the' 
Small  Fox  in  those  Settlements;  and,  by  means  of  the  salutary  regulations- 
which  have  been  introduced  in  India,  the  frequcricy  of  this  disease  has  been 
very  much  diminished  throughout  that  Continent. 

We  have  also  great  pleasure  in  stating,  thatthe  General  Assembly  of  Jamaica* 
has  passed  a Law  for  the  formation  of  an  Institution  for  the  diffusion  of  the 
Vaccine  disease,  which  is  to  correspond  with  this  Foard  : an  example  which,  we 
trust,  will  be  imitated  in  other  parts  of  the  West  Indies. 

Nor  have  the  benefits  of  this  Institution  been  wholly  confined  to  the.  'British 
dominions.  Sir  Gore  Guseley,  before  his  departure  on  his  embassy  to  Persia, 
was  furnished  with  an  ample  supply  of  the  Vaccine  Lymph,  and  with  a variety  of 
documents  and  instructions  relating  to  the  subject : and  the  Foard  has  been  highly 
gratified  by  a letter  from  that  Ambassador,  stating  that  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
the  Prince  Royal  of  Persia,  together  with  14  or  1500  other  Persians,  had  already 
been  vaccinated,  and  that  the  practice  was  extending  through  Tehran,  the  capital 
of  that  kingdom. 

The  failures  of  Vaccination,  which  formerly  occasioned  so  much  alarm,  are 
now  become  extremely  rare,  from  the  improved  methods-which  have  been  adopted. 
Most  of  these  failures  appear  to  have  arisen  from  the  practice  of  vaccinating  by 
a single  puncture,  arid  afterwards  opening  the  vesicle,  and  taking  a portion  of 
the  Lymph  for  the  purpose  of  propagating  the  infection.  Many  practitioners, 
reasoning  from  the  analogy  of  the  Small  Pox,  conceived  that  such  a practice 
could  be  productive  of  no  inconvenience;  but  experience  has  shown,  that  it 
sometimes  frustrates  the  expected  benefit. 

In  one  instance  which  had  been  thus  treated,  a fatal  attack  of  the  Small 
Pox  ensued.  But  in  most  of  such  cases,  even  when  the  Small  Pox  actually 
occurred,  the  disease  was  so  much  mitigated,  as  to  be  devoid  of  danger.  These 
accidents  may,  however,  be  almost  always  prevented,  by  exciting  two  or  more 
vesicles,  and  by  carefully  observing  that  one  of  them  should  pass  completely 
through  all  the  stages  of  the  Vaccine  process,  unopened  and  undisturbed. 
"Whenever  the  slightest  irregularity  has  occurred,  the  patient  ought  to  be 
revaccinated,  for  his  security. 

The  extreme  infrequency  of  failures,  when  due  precautions  are  employed, 
may  be  estimated  by  the  success  of  an  Individual,  who  resides  near  Conway 
in  North  Wales  ; and  who  has  informed  the  Board,  that  he  has  vaccinated 
above  10,000  persons,  without  a single  failure.  Since  the  commencement  of 
this  Establishment,  only  one  failure  has  been  suspected  at  any  of  the  Stations 
under  its  immediate  direction ; and  even  in  that  case,  the  eruption  dried  up  and 
disappeared  more  rapidly  than  in  the  regular  Small  Pox.  On  the  whole, 
there  are  ample  grounds  for  believing,  that  when  proper  attention  is  paid  to  the 
process,  the  failures  from  Vaccination  are  not  more  frequent  than  from  the  most 
apparently  perfect  Inoculation  of  the  Small  Pox.  Nor  has  the  interval  of 
Sixteen  years,  which  have  elapsed  since  the  publication  of  Dr.  Jenner  s Dis- 
covery, tended  in  any  degree  to  justify  tiie  hypothetical  objection  which  was 
raised  by  the  original  Opponents  of  Vaccination,  “ that  its  power  of  preventing 
the  Small  Pox  would  probably  last  for  six  or  seven  years  only.” 

Put  all  the  accumulated  proofs  of  the  utility  of  Vaccination  have  not 
yet  occasioned  its  universal  adoption ; nor  have  the  fatal  results  of  Small 
Pox  Inoculation  led  to  its  being  entirely  relinquished.  By  far  the  most  nume- 
rous, and  all  the  eminent  part  of  the  Medical  Profession,  having  abandoned 
this  practice,  some  few  ot  its  members  have  only,  found  the  stronger  motives  for 
persisting  in  it,  and  for  holding  out  to  the  poorer  classes  the  fallacious  pretence 
of  performing  the  operation  gratuitously;  nor  have  arguments,  example  or 
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shame,  prevailed  on  a certain  class  of  persons  to  desist  from  a practice  so  perni- 
cious; to  which  we  cannot  but  attribute  a great  proportion  of  the  mortality  from 
Small  Pox,  which  still  occurs  in  this  Metropolis,  and  which  in  all  probability, 
from  the  number  of  unregistered  burials,  exceeds  the  actual  returns  ot  the 
weekly  bills  by  about  one  half.  The  Small  Pox  has  thus,'  by  its  continued 
existence  in  constant  succession,  become  a much  more  destructive  disease  than 
the  Plague,  which  has  occasionally  visited  this  Country ; and  it  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  the  regulations  for  the  prevention  of  the  promiscuous  intercourse  ot  the 
Infected  with  Society  at  large,  which  have  at  different  times  been  so  prudently 
adopted  with  respect  to  one  of  these  diseases,  cannot,  in  the  existing  state  of  the 
laws,  be  extended  with  equal  facility  to  the  other. 

The  whole  of  the  Expenses  incident  to  this  Establishment,  for  1 8 1 were 
defrayed  by  the  Vote  of  Parliament  which  passed  last  year;  and  a Grant  to  the. 
same  amount  will  probably  be  sufficient  for  the  Expenses  of  the  present- year. 

J.  LATHAM, 

% 0rdcr  of  the  Board,  President. 

Jas  Hcrvey , 

Eegh 
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